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Two Sides is your advocate for Print and Paper
• Global, industry-funded non-profit organization
• Members from across the Graphic Communications and Paper-based Packaging supply chain
• > 600 members globally, >150 in North America

MISSION:

• Promote the sustainability of print, paper 
and paper-based packaging 

• Dispel common environmental 
misconceptions

• Paper and paper-based packaging producers and 
merchants

• Printers and converters

• Suppliers to pulp, paper, paper-based packaging and 
printing industries

• Postal service providers

• Publishers

• Environmental think tanks  

• Universities

• Industry and trade associations



Education -
Tools & 

Resources

Keep Me 
PostedLove Paper 

Anti-
Greenwashing

Core Initiatives



Anti-greenwash campaign
• Working with leading corporations / Fortune 500 to change or remove misleading 

environmental marketing claims about print and paper (used to promote lower cost 

digital services).

• Educating corporate marketing departments on the sustainability of print and paper

• 132 North American companies have removed or changed claims since 2012 

(>500 globally)

• 199 companies contacted to date (66% success rate)

• Why?  There are 7.4 million U.S. jobs and $1.5 trillion in sales revenue supported 

by the print, paper and mail value chain 
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More Education Needed Consumer education on      
paper-related environmental 
topics needed
Two Sides consumer surveys tell us that people are 
misinformed about environmental topics related to 
paper:

Misconceptions
• Using paper destroys forests, causes deforestation
• Using paper causes climate change 
• Using paper is wasteful
• Digital communication is greener than paper



Education on the sustainability of print, paper and  
paper-based packaging
• We tackle the relevant environmental issues head-on with factual, 

authoritative information from trusted third-party sources to provide all 
stakeholders a fact-based foundation for making well-informed decisions 
about the use of print and paper-based products – including greeting cards.

• Materials are widely used by members and others to educate people about 
the sustainability of print and paper

• Myths and Facts Booklet
• Fact Sheets
• Infographics
• Consumer Research
• Blog
• Videos
• Social Media
 Twitter: @TwoSidesNA
 Facebook: @TwoSidesNorthAmerica
 LinkedIn: /company/TwoSidesNA

SUBSCRIBE FOR E-NEWS AT WWW.TWOSIDESNA.ORG IT’S FREE!

http://www.twosidesna.org/


Love Paper Campaign launched in June
• Consumer-friendly campaign        

promoting the sustainability of print          
and paper

• LovePaperNA.org

• Ads - Working with publishers to 
obtain donated ad space

• Current ad donations have total 
circulation of over 5 million

• COMING SOON – Availability of 
logo for on-product use

• Financial Times

• The Economist

• Harvard Business Review

• Reel Chicago

• Desert Leaf

• Print Solutions

• The Working Forest 

• MacLife

• Practical Caravan

• Maximum PC

• Guitar Player

• iCreate

• SFX (SciFi, Fantasy, Horror)

• Total 911 (Porsche)

Paper Recycling           Sustainable Forestry         Renewable Energy 
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• Between 1990 and 2020, U.S. forest area increased by 18 million acres – an 
area equivalent to 1,200 NFL football fields every day!

• Tree harvesting in the U.S. occurs on less than 2% of forestland annually 
contrasted to 3% that is disturbed by natural events like insects, disease and fire. 

• 58% of U.S. forestland is privately owned, and around 89% of the wood 
harvested each year, including most of the wood used for domestically 
produced paper products, comes from these private forestlands. 
Approximately 11 million families, individuals, estates and trusts, collectively 
referred to as family forest owners, control 36% of all private forestland, more 
than any other group. 

• U.S. paper companies that are members of the American Forest & Paper 
Association (AF&PA) must adhere to sustainable fiber procurement principles 
that assure wood is sourced from suppliers who use sustainable management 
and harvesting practices. 99% of wood fiber from forests procured by these U.S. 
mills is through a Certified Sourcing Program; 26% is from certified forestland.

• Rather than destroying forests, the continuing demand for sustainably sourced 
paper provides a financial incentive for these small landowners not only to 
manage and harvest their acreage responsibly, but also to                                           
keep the land forested rather than converting it                                                                       
to non-forest uses. 



What is Deforestation and What Causes It?
The UN FAO defines deforestation as the 
permanent loss of forestland, whether it’s caused by 
humans or not.

The definition specifically excludes logging for 
the production of wood, paper and other 
products because trees in these “working 
forests” are expected to grow back, either 
through natural regeneration or through 
sustainable forest management practices. 

Globally, the main cause of deforestation is 
agriculture. 

In the United States, the primary cause of 
deforestation is rapidly expanding urban 
development.





• Paper is recycled more than any other material in the U.S. In 2019, 
66.2% of all paper was recovered for recycling. Corrugated boxes had a 
recovery rate of 92%. This compares with recycling rates for plastics, 
glass and metals of 8%, 27% and 33%, respectively.

• Overall paper recycling rates are approaching the practical theoretical 
maximum recycling rate of 75%-78%. Some paper products can’t be 
recovered for recycling because they are kept for long periods of time 
(books and archived records), and others are destroyed or 
contaminated when used (tissue and hygiene products). 

• Paper can be recycled 5 to 7 times, but eventually the recycled fibers 
get too short and weak to bond into new products.

• In 2019, recovered paper accounted for around 40% of total U.S. fiber 
consumption to make new paper products.  

• The continuation of the paper production cycle requires constant 
replenishment with new fiber from sustainably managed forests.



Paper and the Circular Economy

In a circular economy, the product’s end of life is 
reconnected with its production by reusing the 
already extracted resources contained in used 
products. 

The paper industry is inherently circular in its 
supply chain from the regeneration of renewable 
resources (trees) that supply fiber and enhance 
the environment to the use of renewable biomass 
fuel in the manufacturing process to recycling 
paper that is recovered and recycled into new 
products. 
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60% of Americans believe electronic communication is better than paper for the environment.
- Toluna and Two Sides, 2019



• It is estimated that there are 3.5 billion smartphones, 1 billion computers, 5 billion to       
7 billion other connected devices and 45 billion servers worldwide. 

• Globally, the average number of electronic devices and connections per capita is 
expected to grow to 3.6 by 2023.  In the United States, average per capita devices and 
connections are expected to reach 13.6 in 2023. 

• Electronic devices are made with non-renewable materials, consume a lot of energy 
(mostly fossil fuels), generate a huge amount of waste, and little of that waste is 
recycled.

• The manufacture of a computer requires 240 kg of fossil fuels, 22 kg of chemicals,1.5 
metric tons of water and numerous precious (gold and platinum) and rare earth minerals 
(tantalum, lanthanum, neodymium, yttrium) as well as some that are dangerous for the 
environment (lead, bromine, arsenic, chlorine, mercury and cadmium). 

• Worldwide in 2019, the number of emails sent and received per day totaled over 293 
billion. With each email estimated to release .000001 metric tons of CO2, total CO2
generated by emails globally was about 107 million metric tons per year or the 
equivalent amount of CO2 produced annually by 23 million cars. 

• The United States generates 6.9 million metric tons of e-waste annually and only 15% of 
that e-waste is recycled.  The remainder is incinerated or landfilled.

• E-waste can be toxic, is not biodegradable, and accumulates in                             soil, 
air, water and living things. 
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• 49% of American consumers believe they spend too 
much time on electronic devices.

• 71% believe it’s important to “switch off” and read more 
in print.

• 53% are concerned the overuse of electronic devices 
could be damaging to their health.

• 68% of consumers believe print is the most enjoyable 
way to read books.

• 65% find printed magazines most enjoyable and 53% 
prefer printed newspapers. 

• 86% believe they should have the right to choose how 
they receive communications (printed or electronically) 
from financial organizations and other service 
providers. 
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Are Paper Greeting Cards a 
Sustainable Choice?

YES!
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Takeaways …
1. Paper greeting cards are made from an infinitely renewable resource – trees grown in sustainably managed 

forests – or from recycled paper.

2. Harvesting trees to make greeting cards, is not a cause of deforestation because the trees will grow back 
through natural regeneration or sustainable forest management.

3. Paper cards can be made with recycled paper and are recyclable. Last year, 66% of all paper products in the 
U.S. was recovered for recycling.

4. 65% of the manufacturing energy demand at U.S. paper mills is met using renewable, carbon-neutral biomass 
energy.

5. U.S. paper manufacturing is not a major cause of greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change.  
Industry is responsible for 22% of total annual U.S. greenhouse gas emissions, with paper industry emissions 
totaling only 0.5% of total industrial emissions.

6. The paper industry is an important part of a broader circular economy that seeks to minimize resource use and 
the creation of waste, pollution and carbon emissions. 

7. Surveys show people enjoy paper communications.

8. While electronic communication has transformed our lives in many positive ways, it also has                                  
wide-ranging environmental impacts that continue to grow.
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Thank you!
• Subscribe to Two Sides news and updates at www.twosidesna.org

• Follow us on social media:
 Twitter - @TwoSidesNA 
 Facebook - @TwoSidesNorthAmerica
 LinkedIn /company/TwoSidesNA 

• Contact us:

 info@twosidesna.org 

 855-896-7433
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